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Program 
09:00-09:15  Introduction; goals and format for the day (Jesper Madsen) 

09:15-10:15  Introduction to Structured Decision Making and Adaptive Management (Fred Johnson) 

• Key concepts and elements of structured decision making 

• Key features of adaptive management and knowing when it is appropriate 

• Guidance for constructing management objectives, alternatives, and models 

• Managing to learn and learning to manage 

10:15-10:30  Break 

10:30-11:30  Case study:  the Svalbard population of pink-footed geese (Jesper Madsen) 

11:30-13:00  Interactive session: learning how to specify objectives, alternatives, models, and 

monitoring for adaptive management (Fred Johnson) 

13:00-1400  Lunch 

14:00-14:45  Case-based group work 



Adaptive management  

• Old wine on new bottles? 

• Common sense? 

• A new perspective to wildlife management? 



Types and locations of AM applications 

From Westgate et al. 2013, Biological Conservation 



We measure things  
differently 



We talk differerent languages 
 



Commonalities and differences 
in waterbird management 

NORTH AMERICA 

• Conservation of species and 
populations, maintain harvest 

• Habitat conservation and 
restoration 

• Critical sites networks for 
migratory waterbirds 

• Coordinated international 
management - focus on harvest 

• Adaptive harvest management 
approach – ‘hands on’ 

• Targeted population monitoring 
and strategic research 

EUROPE 

• Conservation of species  (and 
populations) 

• Habitat conservation and 
restoration 

• Critical sites networks for 
migratory waterbirds 

• No overall international 
coordination of management 

• Reactive and rigid management 
approach – ‘hands off’ 

• Broad population monitoring and 
diffuse research 


